


for purchasing the DogWatch Hidden Fence system. We believe 
that when you purchase a quality system like the DogWatch brand, 
you’re receiving the best system available and an investment for 
your pets safety.  Our products and training tools promote a lifestyle 
of protection, and security that no other brand can o�er.

If you have any questions about our products or training your pet, 
please contact your retailer for immediate service.

 

Thank You
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         MAIN COMPONENTS

Additional Tools or installation aids:

• Additional wire and �ags (if required)
• Drill & mounting hardware
• Shovel or lawn edger 
• Wire stripping pliers 
• Electrical tape
• Silicone gap sealer  
• PVC pipe or water hose
• Circular saw with masonry blade
• Staple gun

Flags

FM Digital Transmitter

Zip Cord
Power Supply 
w/ female connector
(may look di�erent to
above photo)

Surge Protector
(OPTIONAL)

*Items not shown ( mounting hardware, joiners and cable)

MultiTool

Receiver Collar Components (R9 shown)

2-Way Connector
(OPTIONAL)

5



A hidden fence is a electronic dog fence system which has a cable that follows the 
perimeter of the boundary. Through the cable is a radio signal transmitted via a transmitter 
control unit. Your dog wears a receiver collar that receives the signal and activates a 
warning sound indicating proximity to the boundary. If your dog ignores the warning 
sound and proceeds to cross, then the dog receives a harmless electrical stimulation, 
in�uencing him to stay.

 

Boundary Wire: The boundary wire carries the coded FM radio signal around the
perimeter of your property. Boundary cable can be placed:

Continuous Loop: In order for the system to work properly, the boundary wire must form 
a continuous loop. Any break in the wire will cancel the signal �eld. If the boundary wire is 
broken, the green light will go out and an audible warning will sound. Most breaks are 
caused by lawn/garden equipment and occasionaly livestock. Technically, the better and 
more detailed the initial installation of the wire, the less likely a wire break will occur. 

 A large part of the success of the Hidden Fence is proper con�guration. Cable should
be installed so that it is logical for the pet to understand its boundaries without 
confusion. Running the cable along existing boundary fences is always the most 
logical for the dog to understand. 
When installing additional exclusion areas, wait a week or two, so the pet can adapt
to the system without confusion. Creating too many individual loops and avoidence 
areas may confuse your pet and make it much harder for your pet to adapt to the 
system. 
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The activation distance has two zones; a TONE warning zone, and a 
STIMULATION zone.   �g 1

The TONE zone is 15% of the total activation zone emitting from the cable.   �g 1
              (EXAMPLE: if you have a 1 metre signal range, then the TONE zone is 150mm)

RANGE DISTANCE:  The receiver collar activation 
distance is adjusted by the Range dial 
on the side of the Transmitter.
 
This dial is responsible for where you want 
your dogs collar to activate.

COLLAR ACTIVATION DISTANCE

Most installs work well with the collar activating “around” 1 meter from the wire;  BUT this is all 
subjective to the application.  
On smaller properties that have exisiting fences, in many cases, the signal can be shorter.

HOW IT WORKS

Tone warning  zone

Stimulation Zone

WIRE

The receiver collar activation zone is consistent around the entire cable.  
           (EXAMPLE: if you have a 1 metre  signal range, then it’ll be 1metre high, deep, and side to side. 

�g 1

ADJUSTING THE ACTIVATION DISTANCE

Use your �nger tip, or a screwdriver and 
“GENTLY” turn the dial clockwise until you get 
the desired collar activation distance.
DO NOT OVER TURN THE DIAL.

(EXAMPLE: If you’re only trying to stop a dog from scratching or digging under your fence, and you only
need to stop that particular behaviour, then a collar activation distance of 400mm may be the 
best distance. Again, this is subjective to the application. 
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Boundary Con�guration Examples
Proper con�guration is key to a pets success on a system. This cannot be ignored as the boundary 
area where the pet is going to be “corrected” if attempting to pass, makes sense.
                           Please study these various options as boundary possibilities.

Simple and Recommended boundary con�guration. 
Covers entire boundary and o�ers full protection.  

Traditional

Cable can be attached to a fence, or buried in the ground.  If burying, we recommend 
50mm minimum depth. If burying in a gravel driveway or under a gate, put the cable
through garden hose or PVC pipe to protect it from heavy sources.

The T1200 Transmitter is NOT waterproof. The transmitter and AC adaptor must be
under cover or protected from water or rain.

..............Boundary Cable Twisted Cable T1200 Transmitter Dog

If driveway is concrete, try and use an exisiting expansion joint in the concrete to place
your wire. Use a silicon sealer to seal the cable in place.
If asphalt driveway, make a 4mm wide x 5mm deep grove using a circular saw.
Place wire in the grove and use a black silicon sealer to hold in place

Designing your fence
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Designing your fence

Best for areas that dogs are fenced in the back, but need containment in the front. 

Back Yard only, with front protection

Cable can be attached to a fence, or buried in the ground.  If burying, we recommend 
50mm minimum depth. 

The T1200 Transmitter is NOT waterproof. The transmitter and AC adaptor must be
under cover or protected from water or rain.

Cable on the sides will need to be AT LEAST 500mm apart from each other.  Don’t assume
500mm is enough. Depending on application, 1 meter may be needed. If not sure...call!

Cable must be close enough to the house, so the signal can go up to the side of the house.
If the cable is too close, or the signal range is too wide, it will activate the collar inside the 
house. PLEASE verify your work before training your dog.

..............Boundary Cable Twisted Cable T1200 Transmitter Dog

If driveway is concrete, try and use an exisiting expansion joint in the concrete to place
your wire. Use a silicon sealer to seal the cable in place.
If asphalt driveway, make a 4mm wide x 5mm deep grove using a circular saw.
Place wire in the grove and use a black silicon sealer to hold in place
If burying in a gravel driveway or under a gate, put the cable
through garden hose or PVC pipe to protect it from heavy sources.
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Back Yard only

Cable can be attached to a fence, or buried in the ground.  If burying, we recommend 
50mm minimum depth. If burying in a gravel driveway or under a gate, put the cable
through garden hose or PVC pipe to protect it from heavy sources.

The T1200 Transmitter is NOT waterproof. The transmitter and AC adaptor must be
under cover or protected from water or rain.

Cable will typically need to be at least 500mm apart from each other.  If cable is being 
attached to a fence, wires can be on the top and bottom of the fence. The signal range
can be adjusted on the transmitter by using the “Range” dial. 

Cable must be close enough to the house, so the signal can go up to the side of the house.
If the cable is too close, or the signal range is too wide, it will activate the collar inside the 
house. PLEASE verify your work before training your dog.

Popular for suburban applications or canal or water front properties. 
                                           This is great for back yards.

..............Boundary Cable Twisted Cable T1200 Transmitter Dog

Designing your fence
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Cable can be attached to a fence, or buried in the ground.  If burying, we recommend 
50mm minimum depth. 

The T1200 Transmitter is NOT waterproof. The transmitter and AC adaptor must be
under cover or protected from water or rain.

Cable will typically need to be AT LEAST 500mm apart from each other.  If cable is being 
attached to a fence, wires can be on the top and bottom of the fence. The signal range
can be adjusted on the transmitter by using the “Range” dial. 

..............Boundary Cable Twisted Cable T1200 Transmitter Dog

Designing your fence

11



Installation

Remember that  your cable should be
in the same trench, taped or twisted 
together here so the collar doesn’t
activate near this connection to the 
boundary

Concrete or Asphalt Driveway.

Use and angle grinder to make a
grove in the driveway, or use an 
exisiting expansion joint to place 
the cable in, using a silicon sealant 
to secure over the cable.

Gravel or Dirt Driveway.

If you have a gravel or dirt driveway,
run the cable through a piece of 
garden hose or pvc irrigation pipe
and hand bury about 200mm under
the gravel.

In the ground

A spade or pick is best used when 
burying the cable. 
Ideally the cable should be at least 50mm
deep. 150mm is perfect.
When going around corners, try to make 
smooth curves. 

Timber fence.

Use a staple gun to 
secure to the timber.

BOUNDARY CABLE
    QUICK GUIDE

Once your Hidden Fence cable is installed.
Carefully check to see if it’s exactly where 
the cable needs to be to properly contain
your pet. Remember to address the 
behavioural issues surrounding the reasons 
your dogs were escaping. 

Now begin to program your electronics. 
11 12

Cattle fence.

String your cable through
the pilot holes in the timber
posts.
You can also use cable ties to
secure as well.
Position your cable on the
fence based on your pets
wandering habits. 
High for jumpers,
low for diggers.
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The range dial is used to extend 
or reduce the collar activation zone.
GENTLY Turning the dial clockwise will 
increase the distance of collar activation. 
Counter clockwise will reduce. 
This is set at minimum from the factory 
and must be adjusted by the customer 
when setting up the fence.

T1200 TRANSMITTER
The T1200 FM DIGITAL Transmitter is the main controller for the Hidden Fence system. The transmitter sends
the FM signal through the boundary cable around the property. The transmitter controls the distance of collar 
activation from the cable.

1 2

3 4 5

1. POWER ON/OFF
Single switch for turning
system ON or OFF.

2. RANGE DIAL

3. AC POWER
Plug for the AC Adaptor power source. 

FUNCTIONS

4. EARTH CONNECTOR

Plug for the female connector attached to the green/yellow earth cord.

5. ZIP CORD CONNECTOR
Location for the zip cord connector, which then connects to the 
2-Way Connector or Optional surge box.

The transmitter should be mounted in a location where the functions can’t be subject 
to tampering.

TRANSMITTER IS NOT WATERPROOF. Transmitter MUST be covered or in waterproof 
enclosure if mounted outside.

FEATURES

PROGRAMMING KHZ SWITCHES
These are dealer use ONLY.
If the khz needs to be changed 
due to a neigbouring system, 
please contact Hidden Fence
or your retailer! DON’T TOUCH

WIRE BREAK ALERT

Pulsing alarm emits from the transmitter if the boundary cable has been severed 
or a poor connection.

FM DIGITAL SIGNAL

The T1200 transmitter emits a coded FM Digital wave signal through the boundary cable
This speci�c signal is what the dogs collar receives and activates.
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Step 1. Find the best under cover location for the T1200 Transmitter. Typically a garage or car port will su�ce. 
If need be, a covered pool �lter area will also work well. The power source must be a power point that can always 
remain on with power. TRANSMITTER MUST BE COVERED and out of the elements. A waterproof enclosure
can be purchased seperately at https://hiddenfence.com.au

Step 2.  Mount transmitter using mounting hardware (supplied). Transmitter should be mounted within 300mm
from the power point.  If mounting using screws, the screws need to be 102mm apart from one another. If not
using screws, a strong double-sided tape can be used, as long as it can hold the transmitter properly in place.

 

screws 102mm apart 

PREMIUM HIDDEN FENCE INSTALLATION DESIGN

                    The above image details the basics of the Hidden Fence installation. 
Transmitter to Surge box - Surge box to boundary - Boundary wire runs around property perimeter. 
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Installation
continued...

Step 4. Un-ravel the White Zip Cord,
and plug the connector into the 
“loop” port on your transmitter.

Step 7. Locate an outoor location for
the surge protector within 3 meters
of the transmitter. Use mounting
screws to �x the surge protector to
the wall.

Step 3.  Plug the 18v power supply 
into a 240v power point and plug 
the connector into the power port
of the transmitter. Once the power 
is connected, Plug the blue female
connector into the male “GND”
port of the transmitter. 

Step 5. Cut a small slit into the 
rubber entry of you grey Surge
Protector.

Step 8. Run the end of the white zip
cord through the bottom of the 
surge protector. 

Step 9. Split the ends of the zip 
cord. Using a wire stripping tool, 
strip approx 2cm of the rubber 
coating o� each end of the zip cord. 
Twist each copper end to create a 
rope like weave. 
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Step 10.  Attach zip cord copper to the 
surge box terminals. One side of the 
cord to one terminal, the other side of 
the zip cord to the opposite terminal. 
Secure and tighten.

*Be sure not to have any copper from one side 
touching the other. It’s safe, but you wont get any 
signal through your boundary wire.

Installation
continued...

Step 13.  Once you have run your cable
to your boundary perimeter, you can run 
the other sides cable to the perimter.
Repeat Step 12, OR run your boundary 
from Step 12. and continue until you are
all the way around, and back to the 
surge box. 

Step 14.  The two cables from the surge
box to the perimeter are best when zip
tied together, or twisted. This cancels the 
activation of the collar. 

9

Step 11. Now  it’s time to run the cable
to your boundary from the surge box. 
Strip the end of the grey cable, 
revealing 2cm of copper.

Step 12. Attach the grey cable to one
of the gold terminals on the surge box.
*It makes no di�erence which side you 
choose. 
Secure and tighten. 
*Be sure not to have any copper from one side 
touching the other. It’s safe, but you wont get any 
signal through your boundary wire.

Step 15.  Above is the standard wiring
of the Transmitter and surge protector 
set up. 

Once the boundary has been wired, turn
on the transmitter. If the transmitter has no
range LED, and is alarming, then you have 
not completed a full circuit, or have a loose 
join in the wire.
If the loop LED is on, and no alarming, then 
you can now adjust your collar activation 
distance by gently turning the range dial 
(left side of the T1200 Transmitter)
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Installation
continued...

Chain Link Fence
Cable on Chainlink fence can be woven through, however, using cable ties is more practical. 

Dogs that jump to escape over fences Dogs that dig to escape under fences Dogs that can jump and dig to escape

White line indicates where to position boundary cable

Bury cable in front of gates and use 
right angles when positioning to the fence.

Cattle or Stock Fence

Timber Fence
Cable can be stapled to the timber. Use a staple gun to apply cable to the fence. Be sure NOT to pierce the cable jacket
with the staple as this can “earth out” the cable and the receiver won’t react to the system. 

When installing on to fences, be sure to plan accordingly. Ask yourself...”What is my dog doing to escape? 
Digging? Jumping? Etc.

Secure cable using cable zip ties
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RECEIVER COLLAR SET UP INSTRUCTIONS

MEDIUM to LARGE DOGS SMALL DOGS
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